
Welcome to Trans_Hábitos from Rotterdam! 

MORGEN  welcomes Maus Hábitos: soul mates

MORGEN  is proud to present over 30 young Rotterdam-based artists in a programme devised to give a representative impression of the cultural activities of the MORGEN network. The artists are characterized by interdisciplinary collaborations and strong cultural initiative. For them the Trans_Hábitis from Rotterdam festival not only represents a platform but also - and more importantly - a meeting place and breeding ground for the development of new collaborations. During the festival the artists will employ diverse disciplines in various settings. The represented disciplines include performance, music, graphic design, fashion, sculpture, painting, audio-visual and installation art.  

The collaboration between MORGEN and Maus Hábitos began in 2001, the year in which Rotterdam and Porto shared the honour of Cultural Capital of Europe. This was an excellent opportunity for MORGEN, a collective of ambitious Rotterdam-based cultural entrepreneurs, to broaden its horizons. During the first exchange in 2001 plans were developed to connect both networks and to engage in international co-operation. In the Portuguese artists' initiative Maus Hábitos, MORGEN  has found a soul mate. 
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Maus Hábitos welcomes MORGEN: unfolding

If you fold a piece of paper several times and then cut it up with a scissors into a certain shape… when unfolding it again you’ll obtain several duplicates of the original shape. However, due to the nature of this process, each shape will not be exactly the same as all the others… 

In 2002, after both Porto and Rotterdam having been in 2001 European Cultural Capital, we as well as Jasper Budel from Rotterdam put in a great effort in showing in Maus Hábitos a work by one artist from Rotterdam. Together, then, our efforts were combined in inventing this cut up shape. The result has been both challenging and fullfilling for both sides.

As a result of this game here we are now, one year later, unfolding the cut up paper together with Morgen from Rotterdam, and discovering that numerous different shapes are possible and that, after all, nothing could be so unpredictable. Although the Trans_Hábitos from Rotterdam is a combined venture - well planned, articulated and developed throughout the past few months -  the overall results still have the capacity of surprising and amazing all of us involved. 

Our goal is to offer that same experience to each spectator visiting and participating in the events that will take place now, both within Maus Hábitos as well as in other locations. At this point we want to express our special gratitude and friendship with Morgen for having made such an effort in bringing to Porto over 30 Rotterdam artists and their work. We just hope that as a host for this project, Maus Hábitos can meet with all these artists’ expectations.

Besides, this initiative well complies with a policy that we at Maus Hábitos want to continue as a habit: to produce cultural events in and out of Portugal. On the one hand, Trans_Hábitos from Rotterdam is a big step due to the quality, quantity and variety of artists involved; on the other hand, and from another point of view, we hope that this may prove to be but a small step in relation to all the possibilities it creates for the nearby future.
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