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TRANS Hábitos from Rotterdam / MORGEN 

In May 2003 Maus Hábitos' exhibition space will open its doors for a month to the Rotterdam of Tomorrow (MORGEN), a group of thirty Rotterdam-based artists, film-makers, designers, musicians, DJs and VJs, who will be given the opportunity to exhibit, perform and sell their works. An alternating programme has been devised, in which the artists will make individual and collective presentations. The start of the festival in Porto marks an intensive cooperation between the two recently formed artists' initiatives. 

The collaboration between MORGEN and Maus Hábitos began in 2001, the year in which Rotterdam and Porto shared the honour of Cultural Capital of Europe. This was an excellent opportunity for MORGEN, a collective of ambitious Rotterdam-based cultural entrepreneurs, to broaden its horizons. In the Portuguese artists' initiative Maus Hábitos, MORGEN has found a soul mate. In November 2001 the Portuguese artist Silvia Pinto had an exhibition in Rotterdam and in March 2002 the Dutch artist Jasper Budel had an exhibition in Porto. During this last exhibition plans were developed to connect both networks and to engage in international cooperation.

MORGEN

MORGEN was founded two years ago by the Rotterdam-based artists Jasper Budel and Martijn van Berkum, the photographer Kaboul Vermijs and the musician Paul Smelt, and was later joined by the illustrator Angelique Viester. Since then MORGEN has organised monthly exhibitions in the heart of Rotterdam. Exhibitors are invited to react to the space with a site-specific work or to alter the space in order to create the optimal environment for the display of existing works. Over the last two years MORGEN has developed from an exhibition space for young artists into a network of artists collaborating on various projects. 

The festival

The festival will take place from 9 May until 1 June 2003 in Maus Hábitos. During this period MORGEN will present a group of more than 30 young Rotterdam-based artists from MORGEN's network. The programme has been devised in order to give a representative image of the cultural activities of these young Rotterdam-based artists. The represented disciplines include performance, music, graphic design, fashion, painting, audio-visual and installation art. During the festival the artists will employ these diverse disciplines in various settings. 

During the festival a shop called TheCover will be established in one of Maus Hábitos' spaces, in which the participating artists will sell their products. These will mainly be small works in editions, including design, posters, CDs, t-shirts and fashion articles. 

Documentary

A documentary will be made of this project, illuminating both the preparations for the festival and the festival itself. The aim of this documentary is not only to depict the activities of MORGEN, Maus Hábitos and the participating artists, but also provide a portrait of a generation of young entrepreneurial Rotterdam-based artists. The documentary will also provide excellent documentation for the participating artists, subsidising bodies and sponsors. The documentary can be screened at various video festivals and television channels.

The artists and selection

The participating artists for the festival have been selected from MORGEN's network. These artists have previously participated in MORGEN's projects or exhibited in MORGEN's exhibition space. The artists are characterised by interdisciplinary collaborations and strong cultural initiative. The artists are all professionally active, energetic, initiate their own exhibitions and projects, and actively promote their own work. For them MORGEN and Maus Hábitos represent not only a platform, but also more importantly a meeting place and breeding ground for the development of new collaborations. 

You will find a list of participating artists and more extensive information at http://www.salledemain.nl/
Rotterdam - Porto Cultural Capitols

This festival provides a positive opportunity for the renewal of cooperation between Rotterdam and Porto, which seems to have stagnated or even stopped since 2001. The designation of Cultural Capital offered both cities the opportunity to establish mutual ties, in which a great deal of money and energy was invested. MORGEN is now attempting to extend the established connections beyond 2001, in order to give them a permanent structure. 
The cities of Porto and Rotterdam have not only their harbours in common, but also strong cultural opposition in Lisbon and Amsterdam, and are both are 'up and coming' in cultural terms. Both cities' artistic structures are relatively dynamic, creating space for new ideas and initiatives. By increasing their profiles with similar art exchange programmes, these cities can strengthen their positions as progressive, constantly innovative cultural venues. The international exchange provides for the propagation of the Netherlands' and especially Rotterdam's culture abroad. 

Initiatives in the future

During the festival in Porto, artists from MORGEN's network will be brought into contact with artists from Maus Hábitos' network. The festival will provide fertile ground for the growth of new collaborations, which will be presented in an exhibition of Maus Hábitos' artists in Rotterdam in 2004.

The MORGEN network is also expanding elsewhere in Europe. MORGEN has intensive contact with PLATFORM, an artists' initiative in Finland. PLATFORM and MORGEN are currently investigating the possibility of presenting MORGEN's Portuguese exhibition and the resulting collaborations in Finland. This could result in the presentation of collaborations between Finnish, Dutch and Portuguese in Rotterdam. Maus Hábitos is also investigating whether its contacts in Barcelona are also interested in joining. This would provide a marvellous opportunity to further explore the links between the networks of various artists' initiatives in Southern, Central and Northern Europe.
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